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Union County Government Center						Phone (570) 524-3860
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       Lewisburg, PA 17837




Multi-Species Cover Crop Program
Landowner/Operator-Conservation District Agreement

	Landowner:
	Operator:

	Street Address:
	Street Address:


	Telephone Number:
	Telephone Number:

	Project Location:

	Agreement Number:

	This agreement made this ___________ day of _____________(month/year) by and between  __________________(Operator), hereinafter called the “OPERATOR” and the Union County Conservation District, hereinafter called the “DISTRICT” provides for the OPERATOR to participate in the Multi-Species Cover Crop Program, hereinafter called the “PROGRAM” for the implementation of multi-species cover cropping at the Project Location described above.

The DISTRICT will provide a financial assistance to the OPERATOR for the cost of seed planted at the Project Location. For Planting in a given calendar year, the OPERATOR shall be compensated based on acres of Multi-species Cover Crop planted in the calendar year. The OPERATOR and the DISTRICT agreed to a payment up to $30 per acre of Multi-species cover crop planted. The compensation to the OPERATOR shall be paid on a reimbursement basis, based on invoices and DISTRICT verification of proper implementation.

This Agreement shall begin on the date executed by the parties and shall terminate December 31, ______. 

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. By signing this Agreement, the OPERATOR warrants the he/she is either (a) the sole owner of the Project Location on which the cover crop is to be planted or (b) otherwise in fact authorized by the owner or owners of said premises to let the planting be done on said premises, and has secured any necessary permission, easements, or rights-of-way that may be necessary for the completion of the planting and has documentation of this.

2. Except as otherwise noted, the OPERATOR shall provide and pay for all material, labor, equipment, tools, water, power, and other items necessary to complete the work.


3. The OPERATOR must notify the DISTRICT within ten days of completing the planting to allow the DISTRICT adequate time to verify the completion of the planting. The Program Administrator can be reached at (570) 524-3865.
	The date of notification:

4. The OPERATOR shall permit observation of the PROGRAM by the DISTRICT, its authorized agents, and public authorities who have an interest in successful completion of the PROGRAM.

5. The OPERATOR will permit the DISTRICT or their authorized representatives, upon presentation of their credentials, to enter the Project Location or premises to inspect and observe PROGRAM activities, associated records, or other conditions of this agreement.


6. Payment for a given calendar year shall be made by the DISTRICT to the OPERATOR within ninety days of OPERATOR notification of project completion.

7. The OPERATOR shall be knowledgeable of and comply with all local, state, and federal environmental, health, and safety laws and regulations that apply to this type of work.


8. If the OPERATOR sells or transfers the property containing the Project Location, by Deed, inheritance, foreclosure, or any other means, the OPERATOR shall remain personally liable for repayment in the event of a breach, unless the new owner of the site agrees in writing to undertake the responsibility for compliance with all terms and conditions of this Agreement.

9. The OPERATOR shall hold harmless the DISTRICT from any claims, expenses, damages, suits, or demands resulting from the installation of this Project.


10. If this Agreement is terminated due to the OPERATOR breach of this Agreement, the OPERATOR agrees to reimburse the District an amount equal to 100% of the total funds provided by the DISTRICT.



II. SPECIAL PROJECT CONDITIONS

1. Multi-species cover crop blend shall contain a minimum of three unique types of cover crop plants. The blend will be selected by the OPERATOR.

2. Multi-species cover crops shall be planted in a timely fashion to promote growth, payment shall not be granted on plantings not completed within a reasonable window for adequate establishment and growth.

3. The DISTRICT will make payment to the OPERATOR after planting, following a DISTRICT visit to the Project Location to verify acreage, planting completion, and review receipts, and any records pertinent to the planting of the Multi-species cover crop.

4. Maximum reimbursed acreage of fifty acres per OPERATOR, at a rate of up to $30 per acre of verified planting.

5. Payment will be offered once per field planted per calendar year. The DISTRICT shall not make reimbursement on Multi-species cover crops on a field planted multiple times in a calendar year.

6. Multi-species cover crops may be utilized in any way seen fit by the OPERATOR, including, but not limited to harvest, pasturing, and nutrient capture and storage. The DISTRICT has a sole interest in keeping the acreage covered for benefits of reducing water pollution, sediment transport, and increased soil health.


	In witness whereof, the parties executed this Agreement, the date first written above.

	Operators Signature:

	Date:

	District Signature:

	Date:

	Title:



image1.png




