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Public Meetings Overview 
 
Five public meetings were held throughout the county to obtain input on the greenways and open space 
plan. The sessions were announced via press releases/stories in the Standard Journal, The Daily Item, 
Union County Times, and Williamsport Sun Gazette, posts on the county Facebook page, county and 
project website, through emailed and mailed notifications to municipal governing bodies and planning 
commissions and with 11x17 colored flyers posted around the county.  Partner organizations and 
steering committee members also promoted the meetings.  For example the Merrill Linn Conservancy 
had an announcement on their website and Facebook page while the Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance 
emailed members encouraging attendance and participation. 
 
The meetings were held in Laurelton on February 25th, Mifflinburg on March 4th, Winfield on March 5th, 
Allenwood on March 11th, and Lewisburg on March 12th. The first four meetings were from 6:00 PM to 
8:00 PM in the evening and the final meeting was in the morning from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM.  The 
format of these sessions included displays of project information and handouts and featured a short 
presentation about the greenway and open space plan that addressed why the plan was being done, its 
purpose, benefits of greenways and open space,  project schedule, and instructions on how attendees 
could have their ideas recorded. 
 
After the presentation participants were asked to rotate among three stations. This included an “Idea 
Station” where goals, ideas, and recommendations could be written on a white board.  There was a 
“Mapping Station” where stickers representing a variety of greenway and open space resources could 
be placed on a set of countywide maps to show where farmland should be preserved, new bike trails 
should be created, locations for riparian buffers, water access and the like. Comments could be written 
on the maps and additional features drawn.  Lastly was the “Money Station” where people could 
deposit their $100 of Monopoly money into boxes representing predetermined project priorities (i.e. 
land preservation, trails, water access, riparian buffers, community parks) or use the “Other” box to 
designate a different priority or to suggest the money be saved . 
 
The first four meetings had lower than expected attendance but overall the quality of the input was very 
good.  Many goals and project ideas were shared, the maps were marked, and prioritization with the 
money was informative.    
 
Ideas Station Results 
 
The following ideas, grouped into common themes of community parks, land preservation, riparian 
buffers/stream quality, trails, water access, and miscellaneous emerged from the meetings.   
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Community Parks 

• Establish community parks in Allenwood at Columbia Avenue, Fire Department property, and/or 
south of the SR 44 river bridge 

• Allow Union Township Fire Company lands to remain open (no park) 
• More Community Parks in growing residential neighborhoods 

Land Preservation 

• Incentivize compact, non-sprawling development 
• Encourage voluntary conservation efforts 
• Keep Shamokin Mountain as open space 
• Coordinate preservation / conservation efforts with other “protected lands” owners. (Boy 

Scouts, Camp Mt. Luther, Camp Wesley Forest, sportsman’s clubs, etc.) 
• Develop a greenway and open space incentive program for farmland preservation programs 
• Save mountain and ridge profiles from  development (including wind turbines) 
• Local ordinances need to consistently implement conservation goals 

Riparian  Buffers/Stream Quality 

• Educate farmers and homeowners on best management practices for erosion control and 
chemical application to land to prevent stream degradation. (x3)  

• Publicize available resources for conservation/preservation (x2) 
• Recognize the need for agricultural BMPs to improve water quality 
• Determine if there are springs, wetlands, or Karst areas sensitive or susceptible to pollution 

Trails 

• Restrict motorized access (ATVs, Snowmobiles)  
• Expand Buffalo Valley Rail Trail (BVRT) 

o West of Mifflinburg 
o Across US Route 15 
o Connect to Susquehanna River 
o Connect to Cherry Run Trail 

• Expand connectivity throughout the county via trails  
o Biking trail along River Road in Gregg Township to Lycoming County 
o North/South bike trails in the County 
o Connect Winfield and Northumberland via a rail trail 

• Incorporate State bike route(s) into planning and seek improvements like wider shoulders 
• Educate the public on proper walking and biking rules 
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• Improve pedestrian access on St. Anthony’s Street bridge for better access to Riverwoods soccer 
field complex and open space 

• Connect the new LASD high school to Penn House Commons, BVRT, recreation park, etc.  

Water Access 

• Establish a river access point / boat launch at Great Stream Commons (x2) 

Miscellaneous 

• No lights on the CSVT bridge at Winfield 
• Keep Pardee swimming hole 
• Provide cultural and historic interpretation (including area Native American history)x2 
• Establish an Outdoor Mentor program for urban/city residents 
• Establish a clearinghouse / coordinator for all conservation programs  
• More wildlife and environmental law enforcement 
• Prevent noise pollution (campgrounds/ racetracks, etc. ) 
• Use demonstration projects in high profile areas like the Bull Run Greenway 
• Designate US 15, SR 45, SR 192 and SR 44 as Scenic Byways with PennDOT 
• More holistic management of the State Forest is needed to address conflicts between users  
• Plan for maintenance of any improvements  

Mapping Station Results 
 
The mapping station proved popular and participants identified many future opportunities for 
agricultural preservation, land conservation, greenways, community parks, trails, water access, and 

riparian buffers. Greenways and 
trails along the Susquehanna 
River were noted frequently. 
Pictured here is an example of a 
marked up map.    

All maps showing recorded 
input will be available and 
reviewed at the June Steering 
Committee meeting since the 
results cannot be adequately 
communicated within this 
summary.  
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Money Station Results 
 
Overall there was a clear preference for people wanting to invest in land preservation and trails as those 
two categories led way with 29% and 25% respectively.  Community parks (15%), riparian buffers (13%), 
and water access (10%) followed with “Other” being the least popular.  The purpose of this exercise was 
to gage how people prioritize when asked to designate funds for general greenway and open space 
implementation categories. 
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