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I.  Why Greenways and Open Space Planning?  



Open Space 

Open Space is undeveloped land that can be either 
publicly or privately owned. It includes agricultural 
land, forests, public parks, and water bodies such as 
lakes and rivers.  



Farmland 



Forests 
Photo By: Nicholas A. Tonelli 



Parkland 



Greenways 

Greenways are corridors of open space that follow 
linear landscape features such as a river, ridge line, 
utility corridor, canal, or abandoned railroad. 
  



River & Stream Corridor 
Photo By: Nicholas A. Tonelli 



Trail Corridor 



Rail Corridor 
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Phase 1 

• Kick Off 

• Review 
current 
plans 

Phase 2 

• Assess 
Existing 
conditions 

• Inventory 
resources 

Phase 3  

• Visioning & 
Goals 

• Develop 
Framework 

Phase 4 

• Plan Prep 

• Present 
Draft Plan 

Phase 5  

• Review / 
Revise 
Draft  

• Adopt Plan 

 

Public Participation 

Draft Review and Comments 

Public Participation 

Vision and Goal Review 

Public Participation 

Stakeholders meetings 

Planning Process  



Your Turn 

 

• What do you want this plan to accomplish?  
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Inform 

Review 

Publicize 

Monitor 
 

Steering Committee Role 



The Union County Greenways 

and Open Space Plan 

            Space for logo IV.  Existing Conditions and Trends 



20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

1980 1990 2000 2010

Still Growing 

MEDIAN AGE INCREASED  

35.8 to 38.5 

]  45,578  

Under Age 45:     1%  

Over Age 45:      24%  

Over Age 65:       19%      

Change From 2000 to 2010 



               Housing Unit Increase  
              2000 to 2010 

Population slightly more 
urbanized in 2010 

   16% 

Improved Agricultural 
Economics  

Rising Non-  
Motorized Travel  



Open Space Conditions 

60% 
30% 

10% 

COUNTY LAND USE 

Forest Agriculture Developed

39% 
Amount of land 

permanently 
protected 



Outdoor Recreation Trends 

Top 10 Cited Recreation Activities* 

Walking (street, sidewalks, trails) 

Scenic Driving 

Visiting Historic Sites 

Picnicking 

Swimming 

Wildlife Viewing 

Visiting Nature Centers 

Night Sky Viewing 

Bicycling 

Bird Watching 

50% 

19% 

13% 
13% 5% 

Where do people go?* 

Local/County

Private

State

Other

Federal

*Pennsylvania State University  & PA DCNR,  2014 SCORP Survey 

TRENDING DOWN – Snowshoeing, 

Skiing, Snowboarding, and Rafting  

TRENDING UP –Kayak related, Stand Up  

Paddling, Off-Road Triathlon,  & Adventure Racing 



Outdoor Recreation  Trends 

$2.8 Billion Spent  

on Wildlife Related Recreation 

Since 1990 
hunting down 

17% in PA 

Since 1990 
fishing down 

20% in PA 

Wildlife 
viewing 

increasing 
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Comprehensive Plans 



Greenway & River Conservation Plans 
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What’s Next? 

• Team will gather & evaluate information and 
report back to the Committee 

 

• Public involvement (when, where, how much 
format?) 

 

• Future Steering Committee Meetings 



Questions? 

Contact Information: 
 
John DelVecchio – jdelvecchio@unionco.org 
(570) 524-3840 
 
Union County Planning Commission 
Greenway & Open Space Plan 
155 N. 15 Street 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 
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