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Included in the planning process for the Greenways and Open Space plan is the collection of public 

input.  One of the several ways this input was collected was through a online survey.  Between late April 

and the end of June County residents and interested parties were encouraged to participate in a short 

15 question survey online. 150 participants answered  a variety of different questions in many formats 

including multiple choice and short answers. Respondants also had the option of skipping questions.  

Presented below are some of the questions and the results. 

Question #1 

How important is it to protect Union County’s natural and open space resources? 

The first question of the survey displayed upfront how important the natural and open space resources 

of the County are to its residents. Less than 2% (2) of the 149 responses collected assigned no 

importance to open space protection and almost 94% thought the protection to be “Very Important”. 

Question #2 

Which type of lands are most important to protect?  

The varied interests of repondants were highlighted in the answers to this question. Seven different land 

types were presented to be ranked in order of importance. Stream corridors ranked as most important, 

followed almost equally by Wildlife Habitat and Forests.  
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Question #3 

Which benefits of greenways and open space are most appealing to you? 

Participants were asked to pick the top three benefits of open space that were most imporant to them.  

The choice of “Clear skies, clean rivers, and protected wildlife” was the majority winner with over 80% of 

responses indicating those benefits as most important. Both “Providing a place for outdoor recreation” 

and “Bicycle and pedestrian transportation” came in second with just fewer than 50% of answers 

indicating it was the second most important benefit. 

Question #4 

How important are greenways, open space and trails for community health and wellness? 

Getting outside and engaging in an active outdoor lifestyle is an important aspect of over ¾ of 

respondant’s activities: 

 

 

Question #8 

More should be done by communities to connect citizens to the river and local streams. 

Over 88% of the 143 responses to this question indicated that more should be done to increase the 

connection of County residents to the local waterways and the Susquehanna River. 
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Question #9 

In your opinion are the following an appropriate use of public funds by local governments? 

This question listed the following uses and asked if the respondent agreed, disagreed or didn’t know if 

public funds should be used for them: 

 Farmland Preservation 

 Natural Resource Protection 

 Community Parks 

 Riparian Buffers 

 Greenways and Open Space 

 Trails 

 Bicycle Lanes on Roads 

 Water Access 

Analysis across all categories shows an average “Yes” or support of local funds being used for these 

issues being 83%.  The remaining responses showed a 7% “No” indication and 10% “Undecided”. 

Question #10 

I would be willing to contribute the following amount each year to preserve farmland, natural areas, 

greenways, and to establish parks, trails, and stream buffers in Union County: 

 

As shown above, more than half of respondents are willing to contribute $50 or more on a yearly basis 

to protect and establish greenways and open spaces in the County. 
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Question #13 

How many years have you lived in Union County? 

The majority of the views represented in the survey come from long-time County residents. Also, the 

interest in open space and greenways extends beyond our county boundaries. 
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