
              
Minutes          December 14, 2015 
           Monday, 4:30 p.m. 
REGULAR MEETING           Commissioner’s Board Room 
UNION COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION       155 North 15th Street________     

 
 
I. Call to Order: 

 
Chairman Donald Bowman called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.   

  
Planning Commission Members Present: 

  
 
Susan Benfer    Justin Keister   Tony Mike  
Donald Bowman    Jeff Koppel   Jack Pyper 

 Allan Grundstrom       Jeff Thompson 
  

          
Planning Commission Members Absent: 
   
Sally Farmer  
 
          
Others Present: 
 
Shawn McLaughlin, Planning Director   Janice Wagner, Staff 
Jeremiah Runkle. Solicitor    Earl Hoover, developer  

 Pamela Mabus, Staff  
       
   

II. Approval of Minutes: 
 
 Being no additions or corrections to the minutes there was a motion by Allan Grundstrom 
 to approve the November 9, 2015 meeting minutes as mailed.  Second by Tony Mike.  
 Motion  carried. 
 
 
IV. Committee Reports: 
 

A. Subdivision Report – November 2015 
 
 Commission Actions 
 
 Alvin and Minerva Reiff – West Buffalo Township 
 
 The applicant is requesting a time extension to expire April 11, 2016.  The reason for the 
 request is the entire portion of lot #9 of the development is located in the floodplain and 
 the applicant is unable to obtain zoning approval from the zoning officer due the property 
 being located in the 100- year floodplain.  There was a motion by Tony Mike to grant the 
 time extension.  Second by Jack Pyper.  Allan Grundstrom was opposed.  Motion carried.  
 
             1.   William Pontius – Lewis Township 
 
 This property contains 134.47 acres.  The plan depicts the subdivision of one lot, 
 consisting of 2.00 acres with the mobile home, well and septic system, which is to be   
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 conveyed in 2015.  This plan also depicts Lot #2, which contains 2.00 acres, and is to be 
 added-on to Lot #1 in 2016.  The purpose of conveying the second tract in 2016 is to 
 minimize the impact of taxes from Clean and Green.  The lot residual will contain 130.47 
 acres, after Lot #2 has been added-on to Lot #1.  This property is accessed via a private 
 50-foot right-of-way that accesses Moll Road.  An executed Certificate of Ownership and 
 an executed right-of-way agreement for Lot#1 to share the access to Moll  Road 
 with the residual tract are needed.  The plan shall be revised to show Note #5; that Lot #2 
 is being added-on to Lot #1 in 2016.   A question was raised to note #3 on the plan that 
 states lot #’s 1 and 2 are entirely wooded but yet there is a house and sewage on lot #1   
 No action was taken on the plan due to plan revisions being needed 
 
 Earl Hoover – Hartley Township 
 
 Mr. Hoover is a resident of Hartley Township.  He had a poultry barn destroyed by fire 
 and would like to rebuild a larger one and was inquiring as to whether he would need to 
 do a land development plan.  He would like to increase the new barn from 21,000 sf to 
 27-28,000 sf.  He also had a 3,600 sf barn that was removed.  According to the 
 Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance Section 302 - Exemptions he would be 
 allowed to rebuild the barn not to be increased more than 15% of the previous 
 structure. Therefore, the barn could be constructed to 28,300 sf. When taking into 
 account the size of the other building that was removed.  Mr. McLaughlin will address a 
 letter to Mr. Hoover acknowledging this and also advising him he will need to check 
 with the zoning officer and building permit officer for permits.  
 
 Staff Actions 
 
 2.  Gaynel Ruhl – Lewis Twp., (2 lots), rec., 92.89, final. 
 3.  Anthony Eaton – Lewis/Hartley (1 lot), rec., 57 acs., final 
 4.  James Bender – West Buffalo Twp., (3 lots), agr., 136.23, final. 
 5.  Galen Harvey - Hartley Twp., (1 lot), res., 2.28 acs., final.  
  

Municipal Reviews 
 
6.  Penn Commons – East Buffalo Twp., (31 units), res., final. 

 7.  Marks/Fertig – Limestone Twp., (3 lots), res., 1.84 acs., add-ons, final.  
 8.  Strahan/Miller – White Deer Twp., (2 lots), res., 0.43 acs., add-on, final. 
 9.  Preston Boop – Buffalo Twp., (2 lots), agr., 101.95/45.57, final, land development, 
 poultry barn.  

 
There was a motion by Jeff Thompson and second by Allan Grundstrom to endorse the 

 staff actions and municipal reviews.  Jeff Koppel abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
 
V.          Correspondence and Information: 
 
 A.  New Berlin Borough Correspondence 
 
 Mr. McLaughlin reported he received an inquiry from the New Berlin Legion regarding a 

lot they own and what regulations would be involved for zoning or land development 
planning to construct a radio controlled race track.  Mr. McLaughlin and Attorney Runkle 
do not see this needing a land development plan as there are no other buildings on the 
property.  
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 Mr. McLaughlin reported Trumbull Construction, the contractor for the Central 

Susquehanna Valley thruway, sent a letter indicating construction has begun on the 
bridge and thruway.  This has created the closing of Mull’s Hollow Road. 

  
 
VI. Director’s Report: 
 
 Mr. McLaughlin reported he attended a regional natural gas utilization study kick off 
 meeting;  attended meeting with Penn Dot on Bridge #24 (Laurel Park bridge);  met with 
 the County bridge engineers and Chief Clerk to program liquid fuels and Act 13 funding 
 for bridges next year;  participated in a SEDA-COG MPO meeting on transportation;  
 attended Buffalo Valley rail trail committee meeting;  participated in final inspection of 
 Bridge #8 (Nogle Bridge);  participated in several meetings for the SEDA-COG  long-
 range transportation plan;  attended 10,000 Friends of PA award  banquet in Lancaster to 
 accept an award for the rail trail;  met with Bucknell faculty and students to discuss senior 
 design projects that students are working on in the county;  and attended a Chamber of 
 Commerce Greater Susquehanna Valley meeting.  
  
 
VII.       Old Business: 
 
 A.  Transportation 
 
 The Central Susquehanna Valley Thruway continues to move forward. The long range 
 plan with SEDA-COG is a federal requirement that every five years we need to have a 
 regional transportation plan.  Currently in the process of reviewing and ranking potential  
 projects. 
 
 B.  Greenway and Open Space Plan 
 
 There will be a meeting on Wednesday, December 16th for the steering committee to 
 review a greenway and open space conceptual network for the county.  The staff did 
 distribute drafts of Chapters 1 and 2 of the plan to the committee for review. 
 
 
VIII. New Business: 
 
    
IX. Public Comment: 
 
             None 
 
 
X. Adjournment: 
 

Being no further business there was a motion by Justin Keister and second by Susan 
Benfer to adjourn the meeting at 5:20 pm.   Motion carried.   
 

 
 _____________________________  __________________________ 

Jeff Koppel, Secretary    Date 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


